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PREFACE 

I am very happy to introduce to the scholarly 
world, a new Sanskrit Kavya, called Dasacaritam 
running into 16 cantos, written by 6rI3ailasuri, 
This Kavya depicts and describes the Vi&stadvaita 
school of philosophy in general and ^rivaisnava tra- 
dition in particular The very name of the Kavya 
itself indicates its Srlvaignava nature. This Kavya 
is peculiar in so many respects 

1. This is the only Palm-leaf Manuscript avail- 
able in South India which is deposited in the S.V.U. 
Oriental Research Institute Manuscripts Collection 
(Stock No. 6531), 

2. This is a metrical composition in Sanskrit 
about a$tottara-ata~divya-dt$a$ which are considered 
to be holy and sacred places for pilgrimage in $r!- 
vaisnava religious tradition. 

3. The author &n3ailaguri 3 is a great scholar* 
poet, which is evidenced by his sanskritisation of so 
many Tamil place names and words in the Kavya. 

4 The author's name may be seen at the end 
of the Kavya, in three glokas, which shows his un- 
assuming nature of a true Vaisnavaite. 

The actual plot of the Kavya is very simple. A 
called Lakamanadasa had a guru caUe4 




IV 




8rlranga2ak?manamuni, who initiated him and hi*" 

_ t^ 

wife into Vai?navism After receiving the blessings 
fiom his guru Laksmanadasa starts for pilgrimage to 
the 108 sacred centres in the $rlvaisnava cult. The 
Kavya ends with the *Arciradi-gamana' (the liberated. 
soul going to Vaikuntha aftei piercing through the 
Siiryamanda!a)which is a philosophical 
in Vigistadvaita philosophy. In this context Vedantsu 
De^ika, belonging to Vadagalai-sampiadaya, who 
has wiittcn a rahasya-granlha called Arciradi is euo^ 
logised, 

Sri T Ananthanarayana of our Institute has 
brought out the critical edition of this xmique Kavya. 
basing on one palr> -leaf Manuscript deposited in 
our Manuscripts Library* The editor is to be com- 
plemented for his laudable effort in this work, 



this connection, I thank the Government of 
India for providing the finances towards the publi- 
cation of this work as a part of their scheme sanc- 
tioned to the Oriental Research Institute of S. V. 
University. 

Tirupati D. Sridhara Babu 

1-12-1988 



We regret to keep on record the sudden demise of our 
beloved friend and colleague Dr D Sridhara Babu on 
?Q-12-1988. 
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The present edition of DASACARITAM is based 
on a single manuscript preserved in the S. V. U* 
Oriental Research Institute. The description of it 
is as follows ; 

Ace, No, : 6531 Material : Palm-leaf 
No, of leaves : 66 Size : 36 x 3 cm. 
Extent : Complete Script : Grantha 

There is no mention of the date of copying. The 
scribe has made corrections in several places in 
margins. Therefore the present examplar is not an 
archetype. The leaves appear very old and written 
Itt good hand. The daie of the author cannot be 
decided. 
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